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DECLARATION] 


OF THE 
| LORDS and ConA * 
| Aſſembled in 


 PARLIAMENT:. 


(Omer the Kings Majefty,. © 
Ard His Majeſties Gracious Meſlage We 


Propofitions,ſent from the Iſle of Wghe,for ſefle-, 


ing of the Churchand Kingdome, and paying of 
che ARMY. 


With His Mijeſtiesdefire to come to London to the , 
PARLIAMENT. 
4h a-Letfer from the Scots Commiſsioners:to the Paplight) jd 


; ment, concerning the Kings Maj +1; 
| Novemb, 20, 1647. Imprimatur ( bat.” py | E 
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DECLARATION 
- Of che Lords and Commons Aſſembled in 


Parliament concerning the Kings 


Majeſty. 


*He:Lorgs-and Commons Aſſembled in 
' Parliament doe declare thatthe King of 
England for the - time being, is bound in 


Juſtice,and by the duty of His Othce, to g1ve | 


His aſſent to all ſuch lawes, as by the Lords 
and Commons im Parliament ſhall be adjud- 
gedto be f6fthe good ofthe Kingdome and 
by them tendered to Him. for ca1s aſſent. 


Pera (pic | 


CP _—_— — 


ww— —-- 


— 


(3) 


2925 $239222232 3229 


Right Honourable, 


IN / EE are very ſorry,that occaſions {o oft given us tocomplain. 
that we receive no anſwer to the Papers delivered in by us to 
the Honourable Houſes; And that in all deftires made unto us, even in 
matters of common iutereſt and greateſt conſequence , a Hort time is 
[imiced , and peremptorily preſcribed untous. And we doe earneltly 
deiire the Houſes to contider, that it is not according to the cnſtome 
which hath been formerly obſerved; Nor is it the right way to conti» 
nae a go. d tinderftanding between the Kingdomes, 7 
[pon the {itth of this inſtant; we wrote a letter to both Houſes , to 
which we againe deſired an An{wer upen the eleventh , when the Pro 
po.tions were communicated unto us but we haveyetreceived no an- 
1weratall; and hearing upon the twelfth , that his Majeſty was gone: +. 
from Hamptor=Court, we did then deiire to underſtand from the Honou= 
rable Houtes the certainty therent, conceiving it very improper forus 
to take into con::deration the ſending of Propohtions to his Majeſty, - - 
untill we knew the certainty of his departure trom Hampton-Court; And = 
whither he was gone. "1 :1.2/5 
Yeſterday night late (and no ſooner) we received the copy of a letter 
from his Ma'e.ty, dated at Hamjton-Court the 11. of his Inſtant, 
and directed to the Speaker of the Houſe of Peeres to bee commun'- 
cated unto the Lords and Commons in the Parliament of Eng- 


- larid, and the Commiſſioners of the Parliament of Scotland, &c, Put no 


intimation was made unto us whither his Maieſty is gone, in what , 
condition he is,or how any addr: fl- may be made unto him : AN which 
are moſt -necelſary to be-made knowne unto us, before we can'fay any 
thing of Propoitions to be ſent unto the King, | 

; Yet neverthelcfle , by order from both Houſes, it is ſignified to us, 
that they have reſolved;co ſend Prepoſitions upon Munday next to bis 
Maicky , without allowing us,any competent time to conſider gf the 
ſane, though (as upon the ſhort view, that/we have taken, we dq-per= 
ceive) there be very-many. and, great; :elterations,--and; oriſFonh of, 
ahd additions . to ihe! former,'Prapy; tions," agreed -an Þ h 
Kingdomes , and thole alt.rayions p:ingipally. in matters of I9ynT 
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We haveperuſed his Ma'eſties letter from Hampton-Court, and doe 

imke that terrors being ſupgeſted to him , ant! dangets threathed td 
bi perſon , he hadjuſt cauſe to; Jooke to his owne ſafety and: prefer 

tion :<Ah@ here we cannot but-with minch eriefe regard his Majefties 
hard uſage, when we call to minde how hee: was violently carried 
away from Holmby by a party of the Army ,- and 1s now forced to flye 
&dm amongſt them for preſervation of his life. 

Certainly the Houſes of Parliament cannot thinke , but the King- 
dome of Scotland is highly concerned in the ſafety of his Maiefties per- 
fon, and in duty boundto uſe their beſt endeavours to prevent his ru- 
me. And we alto hope therein to have the concurrence of the Honoy- 
rable Houſes. | | 
- It is his Ma'eſties own deſire in his late Meſlage,that he may be heard 
with freedome, honour and ſafety. | | 
, We doftherefore (according to our former paper of the fifth inſtant) 
earnieftly deſire and/inſift that ( after ſo many various toflings ap and 
downe from place to place, to the great hazard of his perſon , and re- 
rardment of the {ettleling of a happy peace) his Majeſty may be invited 
t0:come to Londen in ſafety, honour, and freedome : And neither hee 
nor-his Parliament may bee ifivironed with Armies, to the end his 
Conceflſons, and 'their Conſtltations,, being voluntary and free, 
a4])-indiferences may be ended by a perſonall Treaty with his Majeſty, 
which in our 'udgement, is the moſt probable way, with hope of ſuc- 
cefle;to ſettle Religion, and 2 lating peace, We are, 


* 
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SeigptalT +52 tw. Qt ! ont Lordihips humble ſervans, 

W:crcefter-bugedhe 17. 00: Fonden, ' Fugh Kennedy, * 

of Nocuinb.” 1647. tt ? *Lauderdaill, " Robert Barclay. 
wT . 2 - - - Charles Ershane, 

Charles Rex. «1.1! 


Fils Majefty: is co fitiitithar befort this time, His two Hbuſcs of 
H Parliament have re&&ived'the Mcſſage which he left behinde him ar 
$ ' Haigfton Court the eleventh of this Moneth, by which they will 
kive anderſtood the' reaſons Which enforced him 6. goe from thence, as, 
tikewife his eonfſtunteridevonrs, for the ſerling of a ſafe and well-grgunded 
Pence \whereſoever ho ſhould be; And being now in'aplice,where he con: * 
ceive$ himſelf robeat mich tbre freedome and" '{efuriry rhen Ione "H 
He rflinks it'neceffiry” (not'onely for makinggood tf” his own pro obs! 
bur alſo forthe ſpeedy protating of a Peace inthefe languiſHing and diltrel-" 
ſed Kingdomes) at this time to offer ſuch grounds to his two Houfes for 
> if Ree... E that 
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thareffeRt ; which upon due examinarion of all Intereſts, may beſt conduee 
hereunto. E ebb. | | as 
; Ani'b:canſe Religion in'the heft and chiefeſt foundation of 'Peace, his 
Majeſty will begin with charparticutar. EN 2. 3022 UITOY 
* That for the bolithing-Arch-bifhvps, Biſhops,&e. His Majeſty cleerly 
profeſſer), that he cannot giv2'his conſent thercanto, both in Tclatidn.as 
He is Chriftian, an#a King : Forthe-firft, He avows that he is Cacisfied 
in his Judgeihent,chat this brder'was plated in the'Church by che Apoſtles 
themſelves ; ;ahd evet ſing their time;hath eontinued in all Chriſtian Char- 
ches througfivut'the world ; thrill this aſt ceottiry of yeares;; And” in this 
Churctt in alt cimes6f Change and Reformirtion, 'ic hith been wpheld by 
the wiſdoine o his Anceſtors, as the great preferver of Dotrine, Diſc» 
pling, and Order irrthe ſervice of God,  A$ King ar'fiis Coronation, hee 
hath not 6nely r*ken 4 Solemne Octh, tothantain'this Order, but his Ma- 
jeſty and his PredeceTots in their confirmitions'of che Great Chartet, have 
inſeparably wbven the right of the ChatEh "imo the'Libtetrits bf the reſt of 
their Subje&ts : And yer he is willing, ir be provided thar' the parricolar Bi- 
ſhops performe' the feverall duries of cheir Cal/ings, both by. their perſonall 
reſidenec and F:cquent PreaChings 'in their Diocefles, as alſo thar they ex- 
exciſe no a& of JurifgiFionpr Orditign, "wither the conſent of theit 
Presbyters ; AJ will.confent, char thtir Folwer8hndll things be [6 limited, 
has thy be nd. oder Ar ne. NE =: : Ro 8 ſince his Ma- 
refty. is, willing fo g1ye ale r the ©29N cicfices of Urhers, ' he ſees no reaſon 
WIE ne, oft chot? of BIS JH aehy, AHj15 be preffeil to a violation 
of cheirs.. Nor ets ayety conf ALE *he Attention of Chorch Lands, 
becauſe jt cannot be denyeTto be ' (lot The highly Shcritedse ; as alſo, 
that it {ubyeris the intec\tiohs of 119 Wy Dphbrs,"W & have Taid i havy 
curſc upon all fuch profatie violations, which 7 hue is ver urwilling 
tou d6rgoe; And bifides the macter of Conftie?Po,"tig Myxlty beleeves 
i; £9jbe 2 prejudice !10the pb.ick"good, muy of bis'S.Þje4 having the 
ben; of rene <les 05 mach caier Rites, ther rhdle potleffions,were 
intþg ha ds of pt mg .Ingn';, not, Ochitligy. the" ifes OFINVn which je 
Il be coall{carnjag and; itduſiry,” phil Teh! Ethaibthe* Fefvards thalt tie 
vr pk now lie open to the Chilfrert 8f "trig felt Perforis. Yet 
is Majeſty confideting, the'orex: preſent! diſtempers*copceting Church 
Diſcipting, and that the Prisbyrerjati Government is now in pradtice; his 
y.co eſchew-econfuſiph 4s thuch 25 may be," a4 for the tits icn of 
his two Hou les, is66ntent that che fad Octertiedt bedtepatty permitted 
to ſtand in ths ſame condition itnow is for three yeaxs.; Provided, that his 
Mijc'ty, and thoſe of his juggetnetic ( or avy ether hd cannot in conſci. 
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ence ſubmit therevnto ) be notobliged to comply with Presbyteriall Ga- 
verpment, tut have free pr:&:ce of their own Profiflion, withcut receive 
ing any prejudice thereby ; and that'a free conſultation and debate be hid 
with the Divines at Weſtminſter, (twenty of his Majeſties nomination kei 

added unto them )- whereby it may be determined by his Majeſty and the 
two Ronics, how the Church- govertunent after the {aid time ſhall be ſet= 
lcd, ( or ſooner if diffcrerces may be agreed ) as is moſt agreeable to the 
Word of God ; with full liberty to all. choſe who ſhall differ upon conſci- 
encious grounds from that ſertlement;., ;Alwayes provided, that nothivg 
aforeſ.1d. be underſtood to tolerate thoſe of the Pop.ſh Profcflion, hor the 
excrpring of any Fopifh Recuſant from the peralties of the Laws, or to 
tolerate thc pubiique profeilion cf Atherſme or Blaſphemy, contrary to the 
Dotrine of the Apoliles, Nicene and Athanafian Creeds,they having beer 
received by.and had in reverence of, all thy Chriſtian Churches; and mote: 


particuarly by this of Exglard,;cver firce the Reformaticn. 


. { : g : 


Next , the. Miljza being thax right,, which is inſcparably and un 


doubredly inherent. in the Crowne,. by the Lawes of this Nation, and 
that which former Parliaments, as likewiſe this, hath acknowledged 
ſo to be. His Majeſty cannot ſo much wrong that truſt which the Laws 
of God ar d this Land hath annexed to the Crown for the proteftion & 
ſccurity ot hisPeople.as todive!: bimſclfandSuccefſors of the power of 
the Sword: yet to givean infallible evidence of his delire to kts the- 
performance of ſuch 2greements as ſta{l'be mzade in order to peace His 
Ma'«Ry will conſent to an A of Parljamcnt, that the whole power of 
the Militia both by Sea and Land, for-and during his whole Reigne, 
ſhall be ordered and diip-ſed by his.gys Houles of Parliament; 'orby: 
fuck perſons as they {ball appoint, with,porrers limited for ſappreffing! 
of Forces within this Ringdome,, to the diſturbance of the pablike' 
Peace, andagainſt fori'#igne Invaſicn 3 and that they ſhall have power 
during his 1aid Rejgne y to raifc moneyes for the purpoſes aforeſaid; 
and that neither His Ma'eiy that nuw is, or any other (by any antho- 
rity derived onely frg hin)ſball execute any of the ſaid Powers dtt- 
ring His M aieſtics (aid Be? 206, but ſuch as (bail act by.conſent and ap= 
roubaticn of, the two Honſcs of Parliament : Neverthelcſſe His Ma'e- 
['y intends that all Patents, Conmyſſions, and other Afts concerning : 
the Militia, be made and ated as formerly; ard that after His Majefties, 
R.cigne,all the pov. ex * theMilitia ſtall returne entirely to the Crowns” 
F Fils C1 I&4 $42 $1. - t2.r \ j-4 WU 54 ai Ch tilts a. T1297 
as it was in the crmes;of Queen, Hizyuteth,, "1d King 7am: of Þlefled 
mcmory, ER OS tour ern « 


Aſter th's head of the Militia, the cop*deraticr. of the Arreares dne” 
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to the Army is not improper to follow! for the payment whereof, and 
the eale of his People, His Ma e'ty ig willing to concucre in any thing 
that can be bed ;ne without the violation of h's Conſcience and Ho- 
nour. . Wherefore if his twy Houſes hall content to rem't unto him 
ſuch benefit out of Sequeſtrations from Michaclmas-laft , 'and out of 


Compoitions thar ſhall be mad: before the conclading of the peace, | 
and the'Arrcares of {ach as have b-en. already.made, the aliſtance of the : : 
Clergy, and the Arrears of {uch Rents ot his owne Revenue as his two: 


Houſes ſhall not have received before the concluding'of the Peace , His 
Ma'efty will undercaxe within the {pace of eighteen Moneths; the pay= 
ment of toure hundred thuutand pounds tor the fatistation of the 
Army. 

And if thoſe mens Hal not ':e fath tiene His Mzetty int2n (5 to give way 
tothe ſale of Forre!t L ns for thar purpoſe, this being cae Publigue debe 
wihiich-in His Miceſti-s judgement is firſt robs: {.tisfied; & for other publick 
debts alre:dy contratd upon Church Lands or any other Ingagements, 
His Maje'ty will give His coof..at to ſuch Ator AR. f r raiting of inonies 
For paymen: th.r.of »s b th Ho 1'es ſh1l hereafter agre- upon, ſoas they 
be equally laid, whereby his p.op's ( already too heavily burthened by 
theſe late diſtemp. rs.) may have no more pr2{lures upon them tl.en this abs 
ſolute neceilicy reqrircy.: And fo: tie further fecuring of all teares, His 
Maj. tty will confear, that an Act of Parliam.n: be pafſ<dfor the dilpoting 
of the g-eat Orfices of State, and nameing of Prtivie Counceltors forthe 
whole [erme of His raigne by the ewo Hort. s of Parliament, their Patents 
and Commiitions being taken from Hrs Maj ty, andaftir co revvin2? to 
the Crowne, 2s is expreit in the arcicle of cnc Militia, . For the Court of 
Wards and. Livcries, His Mijzity very: weli know:es the-co. ſ: quence of 
takinz that away, by turning of all Tenures into comnrr 0:1 Soccage,as wel 
418 point of Revenue? ro the Crown,as in the ProteRtion of many of His Sub- 


jRs being Intines. Neverthcl. fd if the contiounce thereot ſeeme grie» - 


yous :o His Subjeds, rather then hee will faile on His part in giving fatif- 
faction, he will conſent to an A for taking of it away + as a full recom= 
pence: bee Tcccled upon His .Majeity and His Surcellots in  PcrpoHuitY' 
and that the Arreares now due be reſcrved unto him towards the payment 
of the Arrears of the Army.- . DRE 

Aad that the memory of theſe late diſtraQtors may be wholy wiped a- 
way, His Mijeſty will conſent to an AX of Parliament for the ſuppreſling 
and making null of al Oathes, Declarttiansand Proclamatiors vgaivſt both 
oreither Houſe of Patliament, ,and of all Indi ments an4 other proceed- 
iogs againſt any perſons for adhering unto them ; and His Majeſty _ 
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E- = th, 7 a5 th>boſt enpedient to /tike away; all ſeeds of Future differedces); har | 


A& of Qblivion co all His Sabjets. 


:” F be Arfork 20 the Cefſ1tion there is long Gaetlaternined;4 dun Gardts 


- - fanire(allockerthip:s boing!tully:agreed ) His Myelty: willgive futh (i 
£2 tifxRion ip His Houſes concerning tha: Kingdomec 11 3 ed tl, 
And although His MijzcRtyann0t 16 honourcand juſtice to: avoid all His 
one Grants nd As paſt-tunder His Great Seale ſince the twoand.tyhen- 
tieth of May 1642.' br to the: confirming of all the Acts and: Foy 60 
winder thar made bythe rwo Houſes, yer His Myjeſty is confidenty/ tha 
 onpeniſall of particulars, He ſball givefall ſacisfaction to HS two 
to what may be reaſonably deſired 1a; that particular. | _ 
And now His Majeſty conceives thatby theſe His offers ( which Hels 


i. rexiy-to make good upon the ſetclement of a Peace )-Heath-cleatly, ma- 
 - nifelted His intentions to give full ſecurity and fatigfaRtion to all Inrereſts, 


for'what can juſtly be deſired iti order to the future happineſſe of His. Pray 
ple: And for the perfetting of theſe conceſtions, /as alſo for ſabh ocher 
. things as may be propoſed by the two Hauſes,. and for fuch-jult and reaſdE- 
_nable demands as Hs Majelty ſhall finde fieceffary ro propaſe on His part, 
| Het earneſtly defires a perſonal Treaty at London with His two Houles, -m 
Honor, Freedome and Safety; itbeingin His judgement the moſt proper 
and indeed 0n-ly mcanes to tirme-amd ſettted/Peace, and impoſlible with 
our it £0 recoacile former, or a void future miſ-anderſtandings. Me 

All theſe things bein? by Trexy perfeRed, His Mijelty beleives His two 
Houſcs wall hinke ir reaſonab e, that the Propoſalls of the Army concera- 
ing the Succeſſion of Parliameacs and rheir dac Eleftions, ſhould be taken 
Jato: conſideration,  . * 

- Asforavhat coricernes the Kingdome of Scirland, His Majeſty will  ve- 
wy readily apply Himfelfc to give all reaforable ſatisfaction, when” the de 
fates af the-rwo Hoaſes of Parliament or rhe behalte, or of the Commil- 
Honers'of that wn grrres or of botk!joyned togerher, ſhall be rhade _—_ 
| Unto Flu, ; 
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communicated f0. the Lords and (Commons, in the Parlia: 


_ Sputer af Hel drids Hnilſe* proc tempo, robes 


--mentof England wf Weſtminſter, and the Commiſion" 8 


He Parliancgt, fl cotland, TOUT: 
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